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'Consider the lilies
of the field,
how they grow..."
6

—JESUS CHRIST

Holy Living and Simplicity
PAGE 5

Good-Neighbor Evangelism
PAGE 4

Letters to the editor
Open to Conversation
I ' m n o t finished with G e n e r a l
Conference yet. To continue to work
through a number of important issues
which I "heard" at Conference, I wrote a
letter to the Archivist asking permission to
listen to certain selected tapes of the business sessions. Last week I received word
from him that he had received the tapes
and 1 would be granted permission to listen
to them. Of my three specific concerns, one
was to listen to my own answers to six of
the questions posed to me following the
Monday morning message, "Holy Living,
Possesssions, and the Poor." My reason
for this was that people have spoken to me
about those answers and I wanted to have
an accurate record of what I said. I now
have those answers transcribed.
On that occasion, I indicated that I
would be willing to respond to the other
questions if a way could be arranged for
this to happen. I have a record of 25 questions sent to the platform but, of course, I
have no record as to which person or
groups submitted any given question. As I
indicated on that occasion, I would still be
glad for interchange with anyone who
either wanted to restate a question or discuss further the six questions I did speak
to.
Obviously, I do not presume to have
adequate answers to all 25 questions but I
certainly am open for conversation with
anyone regarding anything I said or they
thought they heard me say.
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I am encouraged with indications that
many people are not yet finished with the
issues raised at General Conference.
Perhaps this indicates that the Lord's
promise to lead us into all truth is indeed a
process. Thanks for helping to encourage
that process.
J. Wilmer Heisey
Box 149
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022
Methodist Likes Visitor
Please find my check for $4.50 for 1
year's subscription to the Evangelical
Visitor. My sight is bad, being blind in one
eye, and I can read very little with the
other eye. But I like the paper. I am 85 and
live alone and am a life long member and
regular attender of the Methodist Church.
May God bless you.
B. H. Oesterreich
Woodbine, Kansas

"What? came the Word of God out from
you? or came it unto you only? . . ."
I notice other translations support this
one. This is not my writing nor am 1 the
judge of it! It has been handed down to us
by the Holy Spirit.
I hope this group did not feel the Lord
overlooked women's abilities when He
chose His twelve apostles, as none of them
were women.
As the wife of a minister and editor, I
marvel at the way the Lord has used my
husband in a unique way that I could not
fill. It is not a negative thing to me, but
rather a positive "fulfillment" I feel in my
life, in the special ways I can serve the
Lord:
—supporting and encouraging him and
others
—being contented
—opening our home for many who
come for his counsel, young people's
activities and other social events
—plus the ministry of visitation and correspondence
From Timothy we have been given: ". . .
Let the woman learn in silence with all
subjection. But I suffer not a woman to
teach nor to usurp authority over the
man." (As a pastor, a woman would have
to do both of these)" but to be in silence.
For Adam was first formed, then Eve" (I
Timothy 2:11-13).
With all the opportunity that women
have to serve today, in so many ways, can
anyone say "There is no opportunity" or
that gifts are given only to men?
Look back into history and see if there
was any "fulfillment" in the dens and caves

Opportunities for Women
1 was heavy hearted to see "Reflections
and Questions" (July 25, 1976) included in
the Visitor.
The fact that 50 people gathered to
discuss "Women in Ministry" does not
alter the teaching we've been given in the
Holy Scriptures.
I Corinthians 14:34-36: "Let your
women keep silence in the churches; for it
is not permitted unto them to speak; but
they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
"And if they will learn anything, let
them ask their husbands at home: for it is a
shame for woman to speak in the church.
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Editorial

A Look at Gifts
1 HE W O R D charismatic has become a well-used term in
the current religious scene. The word is a transliteration of
the Greek word charisma which means gift and comes
from the root charis which is translated grace or favor. A
charismatic in the current use of the term is one who has
received a gift of ministry in keeping with Romans 12 and
I Corinthians 12.
The significance of the word is that an ability to minister
has been received from God. These gifts, listed in the
Roman and Corinthian passages, include prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, miracles, healing, helpers,
administration, and speaking in various kinds of tongues.
There is a tendency to confine the meaning of charismatic to the "speaking in various kinds of tongues." The
speaking in tongues is not mentioned at all in Romans 12
while in 1 Corinthians 12 it is listed as one of a number of
gifts. The word for the speaking in tongues is glossolalia.
We get our word glossary from the root glossa. It is inaccurate and unbiblical to limit our understanding or focus
our emphasis of the charismatic to the speaking in tongues
or to make the two synonymous.
The charismatic movement requires all of us to examine
our understanding of the gifts of the Spirit. There are two
common approaches to this scriptural concept. There is
the approach that contrasts the gifts of the Spirit with the
fruit of the Spirit and emphasizes the fruit to the neglect of
the gift. There are good grounds for highlighting fruit of
the Spirit. Paul's interjection of the Hymn to Love (1
Corinthians 13) — in the midst of his treatment of gifts as
"a still more excellent way" is significant. Jesus' own
statement in Matthew 7:21-23 suggests that obedience to
the Word is more important than the ability to work
miracles and do mighty works. But by this approach we
have a tendency to detour around the teaching on gifts.
The other approach is to equate gifts with natural abilities and to see the ability to speak fluently or reason
logically as gifts of the Spirit for use in the church. This
approach admits that miraculous gifts may have been
evident in the New Testament church but are no longer the
source of church ministries.
This later interpretation needs to be examined to be
certain that we understand the biblical meaning of gifts of
the Spirit. As the church moves in faith and reaches those
not nurtured in the Christian faith I believe that we will
surely need those whose ministry can only be explained as
a gift by the Spirit to the church. It is more likely that God
will equip a growing church by giving gifts to those who
are being saved rather than by selecting those for salvation who have special abilities. An understanding of the
biblical teaching on gifts is closely related to church
growth.
When we stop to discuss spiritual gifts the question of
tongues is never far away. In fact, as stated earlier, the
speaking in tongues appears many times to dominate the
subject of spiritual gifts. We wish to make several brief
observations regarding the current emphasis upon the
speaking "in various kinds of tongues."
First: We need to come to terms with the apparent
difference between Pentecostal tongues (Acts 2:4-8) and
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Corinthian tongues (I Corinthians 14). The "other
tongues" on Pentecost were for communication. Those
visitors at Jerusalem heard "the mighty works of God" in
their own language. Corinthian tongues are not intelligible
unless interpreted. While the one aids communication, the
other delays; the one is understood by the hearers, the
other is hidden from the hearer.
Both the character and the purpose of Corinthian
tongues are in contrast to the Pentecost experience.
Second: The thrust of I Corinthians 12 and 14 is to deemphasize tongues and to emphasize prophecy (to proclaim God's Word). At the beginning of the chapter (I
Corinthians 14:1-5) and at the close Paul permits tongues
but promotes prophecy. In the final verses of chapter 12
Paul appears to give a value structure to the gifts.
Following apostles at the head of the list, is prophecy and
the last gift on the list is tongues.
We may well reflect on the fact that in the other two
Scriptures (Romans 12 and Ephesians 4) where gifts are
referred to no mention is made of tongues. In fact the
Corinthian letter is the only reference to tongues in the
Epistles.
Third: It is apparent that everyone does not receive all
the gifts. The answer to Paul's rhetorical questions at the
close of I Corinthians 12 is "No!" Not everyone is an
apostle nor a prophet nor a speaker in tongues. It is God
"who apportions to each one individually as he wills" (I
Corinthians 12:11). It is certainly inappropriate to test a
person's spiritual standing or the validity of his experience
on the basis of the presence or the absence of a particular
gift, or of any gift, for that matter.
Fourth: We need to recognize the God-given faculty of
reason. One of the casualties resulting from the charismatic movement has been reason and reasonable judgment. Paul in I Corinthians 14:13-16 highlights the need to
bring the power of the mind upon our spiritual life and
expression. "For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but
my mind is unfruitful." In verse 19 he states that five
words with the mind are of more value in church "than
10,000 words in a tongue."
This negation of man's reason and rational judgment is
one of the frightening aspects of the charismatic movement. The denial of reason is particularly evident in the
ecstatic experience of tongues. Reason is surely a mark of
God's image in man and we negate this at our spiritual
peril.
In all of this Paul calls upon the Corinthian church to
exercise love. One of the characteristics of love is the
respect each has for the other. This, Paul saw as essential
in the midst of the charismatic manifestations at Corinth.
The need is no less today. Our experience should constantly be subject to the Scriptures. Until we come to the
unity of the faith we need to exercise love and understanding — not judging one another on the basis of the presence
or the absence of gifts. Rather we thank God for each
other and accept each other as members of the Body of
Christ, being grateful for our diversity which completes the
body and enables it to function.
Z
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Jesus places love for neighbor
next to love for God.

GOOD-NEIGHBOR EVANGELISM
Roy V. Sider
O v E R 30 persons were won to the
Lord by their neighbor — a leading
churchman. The doctor and his wife
spent the first years of their marriage
in the warm fellowship of Christian
couples. Then they moved to a new
community. They decided to build
relationships with people in their
neighborhood. Social contacts, dinner
parties and Bible studies followed.
Lives were changed and homes were
transformed.
A pre-teen student came to her
father with a prayer request. She
wanted to become a friend to a girl at
school whose conduct made her a
social misfit. Time passed. Before
leaving for school one morning the
daughter again asked for prayer
because she was going to lead her
"friend" to the Lord that day. Her
friend was prepared and willing. The
new believer came to Sunday school
and is today active in that congregation.
A Christian factory worker asked
for a transfer to another department.
He felt he had evangelized those of his
work team and wanted to build new
contacts. Several came to Christ and
the church through his ministry.
These are more than three true
stories. They are illustrations of GoodNeighbor Evangelism.
Jesus placed love for neighbor next
to love for God. He also answered the
query, "Who is my neighbor?" Anyone I meet who has a need — that
person is my neighbor.
Do Brethren in Christ make good
neighbors? I once confessed to the
man next door that I was the world's
worst neighbor. "I'm sorry I ever said
that," was his reply. Of course I didn't
know until then that he actually had
told someone else that indeed I was
the world's "worst neighbor!" He was
lonely and I had been too busy to be a
The writer is bishop of the Canadian Conference and Director of Evangelism and Church
Growth for the denomination.

good neighbor. Since then we are becoming friends.
All of us are surrounded by people.
Next door. On the job. At school. On
the plane. In the store. These are our
neighbors.
The churchman's wife in the story
with which I began this article initiated their first "neighbor" contact.
She found another lady and herself
reaching for the only can of cranberries on the supermarket shelf. They
laughed, exchanged pleasantries.
Later they exchanged cranberry
recipes. Still later, they shared the
Savior.
Jesus was a friend of publicans and
sinners. Not many Brethren in Christ
can be accused of that! Jesus met
people where they were — at their
point of need. Peter said, "Jesus went
around doing good" (Acts 10:38).
Most of us spend most of our "people
time" with Christians.
Remember Jesus at Jacob's well? I
wonder if I would have gone into town
with the disciples or waited at the well
to be a neighbor to an evil woman.
Jesus built relationships with people. That's not easy for most of us.
Paul told Timothy, "For the Holy
Spirit, God's gift, does not want you
to be afraid of people, but to be wise
and strong, and to love them and enjoy being with them" (II Tim. 1:7, The
Living Bible). So that's the trouble!
I'm afraid of people — new people —
different people — people with whom
I don't have much in common. But the
Spirit wants me to love them and
enjoy being with them.
I don't find being a neighbor easy.
But the Lord is good. Over the years
we have had the privilege of leading
four of our neighbors to Christ —
three of them outside the church.
Changes came. New neighbors moved
in. They were different. Gradually
over the last few years we have been
building bridges of friendship. We are
beginning to carry the gospel across
those bridges. As I write I pray, for I

expect to lead two of our neighbors to
Christ within the next few days.
Cain asked if he was his brother's
keeper. Paul spoke to that: "I have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish of
heart. For I could wish that I myself
were cursed and cut off from Christ
for the sake of my brothers, those of
my own race, the people of Israel"
(Rom. 9:2-4, NIV). I don't expect
everyone feels that deeply about those
near to us who are outside of Christ.
But we do care enough to be good
neighbors. Don't we?
Here are "Ten Commandments for
Good Neighbors":
1. Pray, not so much for your neighbors' salvation, as for you and
your family to be good neighbors
— bearers of the Good News
about Jesus.
2. Take time to be friends. Build
bridges of love and understanding
over the barriers of different lifestyles. Share yourselves, your
home, your hospitality.
3. Be yourselves — "fronts" do not
fool the neighbors, whether these
fronts are on houses or on those
who live in them.
4. D e v e l o p i n t e r e s t s in y o u r
neighbors, in the things that interest them.
5. Be swift to praise, slow to give
advice, and careful to listen.
6. If your neighbors criticize you —
learn from it and don't let it strain
your relationship. Always speak
positively of one neighbor to another.
7. Share your neighbors' joys and
care about their sorrows.
8. Cultivate an appreciative attitude
when your neighbor helps you.
Every one needs to be appreciated.
9. Positively and naturally refer to
the Lord Jesus Christ in conversation.
10. Seek the Lord's time for you to
lead your neighbor to Christ.
Good Neighboring!
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Holy Living
and
Simplicity
Warren
I n ROMANS, more fully than anywhere else, Paul explains how the
Good News about Jesus Christ is "the
power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith" (1:16). And when
he finishes describing the rich blessings we enjoy, he pauses, and then
pens an invitation which has reverberated through the church ever since.
"I appeal to you
therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that you may prove what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect" Romans 12:1-2
(RSV).
In response to all Jesus Christ has
done for us, Paul invites us to a new
way of living wholly given to God. We
can express our adoration and worship, he says, by dedicating our
"bodies" to God. He means by this
our spirits, wills, minds, emotions,
aspirations, special abilities, time,
children, possessions — everything!
We are to give ourselves to God fully
and completely, as "living sacrifices."
When we commit ourselves to this new
way of living, we face challenges within, as we wrestle with our own desires,
and without, as we live in cultures
where most persons do not share our
commitment (v. 2; Gal. 5:16-26). So
Paul warns us, "Do not be conformed
to this world but be transformed by
the renewal of your minds." He declares that an inward commitment to
live wholly for God is to be matched
This is the final sermon to be printed in the
VISITOR of the three theme sermons presented
at the General Conference. Warren Hoffman
and his wife Connie have just completed four
years with the Voluntary Service Unit at
Labish, Oregon, and are now under appointment to the English speaking congregation at
the Navajo Mission. Presently they are serving,
on an interim basis, the Sandia Chapel congregation, Albuquerque. N. Mex.
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Hoffman
by an outward transformation as we
allow the Living Christ to renew our
thinking. As we do this, he concludes,
we will discover "what is the will of
God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect." And that is holy living as
Paul capsulizes it in Romans 12:1-2.
A Living Sacrifice
As Brethren in Christ we have
responded to Paul's appeal. We have
made this total commitment to God.
We want to live this new holy way.
Certainly, we Brethren in Christ in
North America have much to give —
more than ever before. We have the
values which have sustained and prospered us over the years, our honesty
and industry. We have a vast array of
skills and abilities which we have
learned in our trades and businesses
and professions. We have education
and training which exceed any
previous generation. We have time —
time before we settle down, time after
we've raised our families, and
generous amounts of leisure time all
along. And we have money. A typical
Brethren in Christ family enjoys an
annual income of $10,000.' Of the six
Brethren in Christ fellowships around
the world, we are the richest.
Just as certainly, God can readily
use everything we offer him for the
healing of the world. There are 4 billion persons in the world, and over half
of them do not know Christ. Sixty
percent of the world's population is
illiterate. More than 85% do not have
access to basic health services. Eight
hundred million persons are malnourished. Before this day is over, ten
thousand persons will die of starvation.
It is plain in the New Testament
that God desires to use the abundance
we offer him to help meet these pressing needs. Paul enunciates this principle in II Cor. 8 and 9. "I do not
mean that others should be eased and
you burdened, but that as a matter of
equality your abundance at the present
2

3

4

time should supply their want" (8:1314). John the Baptist is more blunt. "If
you have two coats, give one to the
poor" (Luke 3:11, LB). The apostle
John writes forcefully. "If anyone has
this world's goods and sees his brother
in need yet closes his heart against
him, how does God's love abide in
him?" (I John 3:17). And Jesus' command is most inclusive of all. "Go
therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you . . ."
(Matt. 28:19-20). These are not
isolated texts; this teaching permeates
the New Testament (Matt. 25:31-46;
Mark 10:17-31; Acts 4:32-37; 11:2730; Rom. 12:13; Gal. 2:10; I Tim.
6:17-19; Heb. 13:16; James 2:14-17).
When you take all these things together — our abundance, the world's
need, the Lord's teaching, and our
commitment — there should be a
flood of abundance (not a trickle, not a
stream, not a river, but a flood) flowing from us, who have much, to those
who have little.
Squeezed!
But there's a catch — a fatal flaw
upon which the whole plan collapses.
We live in North America. And living
in North America is so expensive that
our abundance (even though it is so
great in comparison to the rest of the
world) is quickly depleted. Everything
is so spread out here that we need a
car; and the price of gasoline has just
gone up again.
To dent the impact of inflation, we
must buy homes. Once we've bought a
home we need to furnish and maintain it according to the prevailing
standards in the neighborhood. Or we
lose opportunities to witness.
In jobs where we meet the public we
need to dress not only neatly, but
fashionably. The pace in our culture is
so fast (even in our congregational life
there are so many things to do) that we
need gadgets and appliances to save
time — the washer and dryer, the
riding lawn mower, the dishwasher,
and the microwave oven.
And even so, the hectic pace catches
up with us and we've got to get away
— to the lake or beach or mountains,
in tents and campers and vans, with
water skiis and snow skiis and backpacking gear and canoes. Grocery
bills, doctor bills, dentist bills, hospital bills, electric bills, gas bills —
everything is rising. Car payments,
house payments, insurance payments,
tax payments — our money runs out
before we come to the end of them.
Are we squandering our abundance? Not deliberately. But our

to page eleven
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Foundation Curriculum-Brethren in Christ Writers

Pictured above, during interviews at General Conference, are
the four Brethren in Christ writers participating in the Foundation Curriculum. Left to Right:
Mary Fretz, Vineland, Ontario, writer for a quarter at the
Grades 1 and 2 level. Mary and her husband, Lester, worship at
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church where Mary serves as
Director of Christian Education. Her quarter is on a biblical-missionary theme.
Jean Nielsen, Ontario, Calif., is writing for the Grades 3 and 4
level. Jean and her husband, Elmer, are members of the Upland
congregation. Jean is presently teaching in the elementary grades
of a Christian school. Her quarter deals with the life of Moses,
particularly the Exodus.
Mary Ebersole, Nappanee, Ind., has written a quarter's ma-

terial on the writings of John — the Gospel, the Epistles, and the
Revelation. This quarter's material is for grades 7 and 8. Mary
and her husband, John, worship at the Nappanee church where
among other responsibilities they have taught Junior Highs. John
is Associate Director of Christian Education for the denomination.
Warren Hoffman, recently of Labish, Oregon, now of Navajo
Mission, Bloomfield, New Mex., wrote a quarter's material on the
person and work of the Holy Spirit. This is at the 7 and 8 grade
level. Warren, with his wife, Connie, served for the past four years
with the Voluntary Service Unit at Labish and have recently become the pastoral family to the English speaking congregation at
the Navajo Mission. Warren is also serving as interim pastor at the
Sandia Chapel, Albuquerque, N. Mex.

Foundation Curriculum--! Corinthians 3:11
the year — September
1977 — the Brethren in Christ will
have for the first time a graded curriculum in which they have had substantial input in planning, writing, and
producing.
This curriculum, prepared for preschool through grade 8, is known as
the Foundafion Series and takes its
name from Paul's statement in I
Corinthians 3:11, "For no other foundation can any one lay than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ."
The publishing project is a cooperative effort of two Mennonite denominations and the Brethren in Christ.
There have been five major areas of
cooperation: editorial planning and
policy, editing, writing, publishing,
and information-promotion. In each
of these areas the Brethren in Christ
have been significantly involved.
Erwin Thomas, Publishing Agent
for the denomination, is Chairman of
the Publishing Council. Don Shafer is
also a member of this council. The
Publishing Council is, in fact, the publisher of the curriculum with each
publishing house sharing in the
production. The curriculum will be

WITHIN
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merchandized for Brethren in Christ
congregations through our Christian
Light Bookstores.
The Editorial Council has overall
responsibility for curriculum content,
grading, biblical coverage, design, and
student and teacher materials. On this
council of fourteen (twelve active)
Daniel Chamberlain, John Arthur
Brubaker, and John Zercher represent the Brethren in Christ. Paul
Lederach, Mennonite Church, serves
as the administrator of the curriculum
effort.
Three editors supervise the 38
writers who give content to the outlines prepared by the Editorial Council. Cornelia Lehn, General Conference Mennonite Church, is editor for
pre-school through grade 2. James
Horsh, Mennonite Church edits for
grades 3 through 6. John Arthur Brubaker, Brethren in Christ, edits grades
7 and 8.
Among these 38 writers, four are
from the Brethren in Christ.
Considerable effort has been given
to making the Foundation Curriculum biblical, not only in theory but
in fact. This biblical emphasis extends

not only to the content of the curriculum but also to the presentation.
The pre-school materials focus on
biblical accounts that are meaningful
to children of that age. Grades 1 and 2
use the family incidents from the Bible
as the organizing theme to take the
child through the Scriptures.
In grades 3 through 7 there is for
two quarters each year a chronological approach to the Bible with the
third quarter of each year centered in
the New Testament — primarily in the
life and work of Jesus Christ. In grade
8 there is a general survey of the Scriptures as a capstone to the curriculum.
The summer quarters break with
the chronological approach to permit
studies of particular Scripture portions. The Ten Commandments, The
Thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, and the Sermon on the Mount
are examples of the Summer Quarter
themes.
The curriculum goes from the Bible
to life. The Bible will not only be a
source of answers to life's issues and
questions but will be the source of

to page fourteen
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Religious News
Sunday Sales Barriers Breaking Down,
According To Business Week Magazine
Sunday sales "are humming like a
church o r g a n " in shopping centers
throughout the nation, according to Business Week magazine.
An article in its August 16 issue notes
that "one by one over the past six or eight
years, most of the country's major retail
markets have thrown their doors open for
business on Sunday."
In many cases, the periodical reports,
Sunday shopping is an inconvenience for
merchants. "Store managers must usually
pay time-and-a-half or double-time to employees," the article says. "Yet customer
demand outweighs this," says Fred
Bryant, manager of a Montgomery Ward
& Co. store in Chicago. "Sunday shopping is a fact of life today," he claims.
Editors Name Top
Spiritual Leaders
Who are America's "greatest spiritual
leaders"? Editors of seven Christian publications have agreed on four possibilities.
The "four more for Rushmore" are 18th
century theologian and preacher Jonathan
Edwards, 19th century Roman Catholic
Cardinal James Gibbons, and two 20th
century figures: theologian Reinhold
Niebuhr, who died in 1971, and civil rights
leader Martin Luther King, Jr., assassinated in 1968.
Mt. Rushmore in South Dakota is a
massive monument to four U.S. Presidents.
Cooperating in the selection were
editors of the Lutheran, magazine of the
Lutheran Church in America; A.D.,
United Presbyterian Church and United
Church of Christ; the Disciple, Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ); the Episcopalian; Presbyterian Survey, Presbyterian
Church in the United States; Church
Herald, Reformed Church in America;
and U.S. Catholic, Claretian Fathers.
A September article in the seven publications says the quartet was chosen "not as
great Americans, but as great Christians
whose dedication to the love and justice of
God shows that what it takes to make
America great is Americans willing to
serve others."
Bishop Myron F. Boyd
Requests Retirement
Bishop Myron F. Boyd, Free Methodist
church leader and once popular broadcaster, has requested retirement from his
position as bishop of his denomination.
D r . Boyd s u f f e r e d a s t r o k e in
September, 1975, and has been on leave of
absence since January 20, 1976. The Executive Committee voted to continue his
lea\ until October 30, 1976 when his
retirement becomes effective.
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Some Advice for Astrologers:
Don't Trust Those Vibrations
Five months ago, famed American
astrologer Jean Dixon a Republican, predicted that Ronald Reagan would be the
Presidential nominee of the Republican
Party.
In what was described as "an exclusive
interview" with the weekly National Enquirer (March 30, 1976), "the world-renowned seer" also predicted that President Ford would be wounded slightly in an
assassination attempt "probably in July"
in "a northern city."
Mrs. Dixon added: "Shortly before the
(Republican) nominating convention, a
health crisis will arise for Ford — and he
will resign."
She also predicted that "the charismatic Jimmy Carter" would be the Democratic presidential nominee, but only after
"a battle between Carter and Humphrey at
the Democratic convention."
Mr. Carter will go on to occupy the
White House, Mrs. Dixon predicted. "I
sense that he and Reagan will be in a
down-to-the-wire fight for the Presidency
— but Carter's vibrations indicate that he
will win."
Muslims To Sell Holdings
The Black Muslims, once said to own a
business empire worth $70 million, will
dismantle their commercial holdings and
return to "the business of fellowship,"
according to Wallace D. Muhammad, son
of the late founder, Elijah Muhammad.
"The businesses were not so extensive
. . . as my father had led members to believe," the current leader told a reporter
for the New York Times.
He cited evidence of widespread corruption and sought to get rid of myths and
mysteries that his father had fashioned.
By going out of commercial business, a
Muslim observed, "the Nation of Islam
will now be competing with the Baptists."
NAE To Build
Evangelical Center
With the recent purchase of a 2-acre
tract of land and the appointment of a
campaign director, NAE has embarked on
a new building program.
The Evangelical Center, to be located on
Gunderson Avenue in Carol Stream,
Illinois, just east of NAE's present location, will provide facilities for NAE's
rapidly expanding ministry. According to
Rev. Edward Hales, campaign director,
the new building will centralize several
organizations affiliated with NAE, enabling them to share mailing, printing and
computer facilities.
"The National Sunday School Association (NSSA) and the National Association of Christian Schools (NACS), both in
our present building, will experience
growth needs," Hales said. "The Evangelical Purchasing Service (EPS) is also
with us and expanding."
Another addition to the Evangelical
Center will be the staff of the World Relief Commission. The relief and social concern arm of NAE, currently in Valley
Forge, Pennsylvania, will relocate upon
completion of the new Carol Stream facilities.

Changes Message
An average of over 1,250 people nightly,
including hundreds of military personnel,
walked forward during the Greater San
Diego Billy Graham Crusade, August 1320, in San Diego Stadium when evangelist
Billy Graham invited them to "follow a living Christ who is coming back." Many
noticed a change in Graham's message and
invitation. To a crowd that averaged over
30,000 a night, he spoke more on the cost
of following Christ in a revolutionary age
than in earlier Crusades.
"The Church of Tomorrow"
Meeting recently with a group of Guatemalan Christians, Dr. Larry Ward
stated, "Here in Guatemala as you rebuild the many churches which were destroyed by the earthquake, you have opportunity to build the 'church of tomorrow.'"
Ward explained: "I'm not thinking
about the church of tomorrow with computerized learning centers, double
hydraulic stages or closed circuit TV.
Rather, I'm thinking about the church of
the 'tomorrow' which will have too many
people and too little food; the burgeoning
world of the future with its tremendous
drain on energy sources and social institutions."
Dr. Ward, founder of "Food for the
Hungry," added: "Guatemala has opportunity to turn the present tragedy into
triumph; to set a pattern for the rest of the
world by constructing church buildings
which follow the 'blueprint' of Matthew
25:35-36. This means you will have as part
of a church complex a 'Christian Love
Center' which includes a place to feed the
hungry, medical and dental clinics, provision for distribution of clothing, and
related social projects. Done in the proper
spirit and motivation, this will become part
of your evangelism. 'We have a right to
speak; we have to earn the right to be
heard.'"
Dr. Bultmann Dies in Germany
At 91; a Controversial
"Giant" in Theology
Dr. Rudolf Karl Bultmann, the famed
Lutheran theologian and biblical scholar
who taught that much of the New Testament is "myth," died at Marburg, West
Germany, on July 30 at the age of 91.
He was the last, and perhaps most controversial, of Protestantism's mid-century
theological "giants," a group including
Karl Barth, Paul Tillich and Reinhold Niebuhr.
LETTERS TO T H E EDITOR

from page two

or at the fiery stakes. Yes! Read their testimonies in the "Martyr's Mirror.'' Would
the women of today like to trade our freedom to serve in a multitude of ways, with
those Christian fugitives of the Dark Ages?
Was the "fulfillment" greater then?
We are called to serve in a capacity not
like men, but certainly no less important.
Martha (Baker) Cover
Sonora, California
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Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, Brethren in Christ working
with the Mennonite-related churches in Indonesia, have had
significant experience in practical cross-cultural relationships. Lawrence illustrates the need for a careful understanding of a culture's value system as a prelude to sharing
the gospel.

"He' Not Be Taken Se
I n T H E Javanese view, the human
being is like an onion with concentric
layers from the outside to the inside.
The outer layers are the body with its
physical drives and needs. These layers
have to do with the five senses and the
emotional passions related to them.
As we look at the deeper layers, we
find the finer elements of spirit, mind
and ultimately soul, which is none
other than the real Self, or God.
Infants are born as creatures of
bodily drives which demand to be
satisfied. The outer layers of his being
are prominent and hold full sway. Frequently the infant's demands and desires will come into conflict with the
people around him. A truly mature
person, on the other hand, is one who
has brought the outer layers of his
being under the control of the deeper
feelings of his spirit, mind and soul,
the divine Self within him. When
people are under the control and sway
of their inner beings, they will not
come into conflict with one another,
since their innermost beings are really
of one and the same Self, or God. (It is
inconceivable that this great Self
should come into conflict with Itself.)
When conflict and confrontation
appear, it is a sign that the people involved are being swayed by their outer
crude bodily passions. It is important,
therefore, to find ways to avoid conflict. If conflict should arise, all efforts
must be directed to relieve it as quickly as possible.
In rearing children to mature adulthood, the goal is to bring the child who
is under the powerful sway of external
bodily passions to a point where he
can make these passions and emotions slaves of his mind and will — his
innermost Self. Frequently a young
child will behave in a crude or emotional way in response to his bodily
drives and demands. The parent must
so order the child's life so he will learn
to control his desires and emotional
demands. In this process, conflict must
be avoided. The child must be handled
in such a way so as to satisfy or control the demands the child makes, or
by short-circuiting them by substitut-
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ing some other activity or thing. As
the child grows older and approaches
adulthood, it is necessary for him to
achieve a high degree of control over
his personal desires, wants and passions. At the same time he must learn
to deal in patience with younger, more
immature people. In the process of
raising children, it is the task of the
parent to absorb the demands of the
child and the conflicts arising from
these d e m a n d s with unlimited
patience. So, in a very broad sense,
maturity and adulthood are measured
in terms of patience and self-control.
Immaturity is lack of patience and
self-control.
This view of child-rearing and
adulthood has a strong bearing on
the way westerners are accepted in
Javanese society. In very simple
terms, westerners who frequently display impatience for traditional behavior and ways of doing things are
surely to be viewed as immature persons. The westerner may have a high
degree of technical or professional
competence, but his displays of impatience in his relations with people
will place him in the category of the
immature. It will even cast a shadow
on his technical or professional competence, for who will want to entrust
important matters to immature persons?

down, but what he is given will probably not be the "honest" or "objective" truth which he is demanding in
such an unrefined and impatient way
on his own(western) terms.
This kind of procedure in handling
impatient westerners can be illustrated in several ways. An impatient
development worker may be so sold on
his project idea that he pushes it very
hard. The local development board
and the people in the village will probably accept his plan because they think
he wants it so badly. They realize that
his immature, impatient emotions
have to be handled somehow. Whatever reservations or questions they
might have will go unexpressed because the impatient westerner has such
a desire (su,ph an emotional need) to
carry out his project according to his
carefully worked-out plans. But the
project will probably fail because the
people see it not primarily as a means
to meet their own need, but first of all
as a satisfaction for the impatient, immature development worker. Incidentally, if the project falls apart
after he goes home, the development
worker will probably think it was
someone else's fault.
A second example would be the
western program director who, in the
process of program evaluation, dis-

To the people of Java, genuine honesty and truth cannot violate or crush
people. To them the western definition of truth which crushes and hurts
people is a thin, brassy, inhuman concept. Westerners who fail to see and
appreciate various culturally-derived interpretations in the matter of truth
and honesty in communication will probably experience frequent frustration and pain, and even failure.
It follows from this that he will be
treated as an immature person. He
will not be taken as seriously as he
thinks he should be. He will not be entrusted with the deepest truth about
things. Like a child, he will be given
what he seems to need to settle him

covers that some questionable business procedures have been used in
handling the national church's budget.
Such a matter should not go unattended. So he sharpens up his questions and approaches the people responsible. He doesn't believe in "beat-
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For those too tired
or busy to
"watch one hour."

:iously . . ."
ing around the bush"; he wants to get
right to the point so whoever is wrong
can be corrected. But in the eyes of the
Javanese, this kind of approach is
evidence of his immaturity. As they
perceive it, what this program director is actually seeking with his
straight-forward questions is to show
how clever he is in catching the person involved, who has used such irresponsible procedures. He is also seeking to affirm his own self image, but in
the process he puts down the people involved.
Just as a child driven by immature
desires and emotions does not deserve
to be treated as an adult and does not
deserve to be entrusted with the honest
truth, so this energetic trouble-shooter
will not be honored with an honest
revelation of the facts of the matter.
He will be "fed a line" to satisfy him,
or at least to put him off. Seeking to
force someone to own up to a misdeed
by confronting him with it is far from
honorable in the view of the Javanese
people. Direct confrontation or conflict on any issue is a gross violation of
a person's honor and basic right to
humanhood. Such confrontation or
questioning is dishonest in its motivation from the very start. Truth cannot be achieved by responding to a dishonest question with an accurate statement of the facts involved. To honor a
person who displays such dishonest
motives with a factual response would
in itself be dishonest. It would be like
throwing pearls before swine. Just as it
is not right to answer an honest question with a false answer, so it is wrong
— even impossible — to respond to a
dishonest question with the truth.
To the people of Java, genuine
honesty and truth cannot violate or
crush people. To them the western definition of truth which crushes and
hurts people is a thin, brassy, inhuman concept. Westerners who fail
to see and appreciate various culturally-derived interpretations in the
matter of truth and honesty in communication will probably experience
frequent frustration and pain, and
even failure.
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LIVING STONES
Miriam Stern,
Lusaka, Zambia
W e WERE gathered for the Sunday evening English worship service in
a nearby church. The theme of this
spiritual meal concerned "living
stones."
"And now you have become living
building stones for God's use in building His house . . . You are His holy
priests; so come to Him . . ." (I Peter
2:5, Living Bible).
In Ephesians 2, these stones are described as fitting together harmoniously in spite of the great variety
of types. The thought was lifted up
that Christ chisels us individually to fit
a particular niche in His great building. Some stones very important to the
support of the building do NOT show
but nevertheless are alive and contributing. The prayer warrior is such a
living stone. Mention was made of
William Carey's sister who, although
an invalid for 50 years, had a regular
prayer ministry for her missionary
brother in India.
My mind flashed back to people of
my acquaintance in our church in
North America who through the years
allowed God to chisel and fit them into
this very supportive role. I thought of
those ladies (and why is praying a
special duty for only ladies?) who have
taken our prayer concerns and carried them faithfully before the Lord as
if those burdens were their very own.
Here I'd like to pay tribute to Sister
Cecilia Wolgeniuth [Mt. Joy, Pa.) and
many others in her generation who
made praying for missions a serious
business. Living stones! And without
them there would have been fewer
victories on the mission field.
But now the question is this: who
will pick up the baton and keep the
relay running? There seems to be a
stirring in the brotherhood that praying is not so much fun anymore. At
least some churches seem to have dispensed with organized praying for

missions. I know of one in which it
was suggested they drop W M P C as
they could not find willing people to
serve as officers.
How would you feel if you were responsible for a production unit which
depended upon electricity for its
operation, and then received word that
the current was to be cut off indefinitely — due to high costs, etc.?
You would soon say you can't do a
thing without power. Neither can we!
Dear friends, don't be hookwinked
by Satan into thinking that because of
scientific progress, we are too updated to depend on prayer. Our enemy
is more on duty now than ever, as he
knows his time is short. We here on
the field are more aware of satanic
forces than ten years ago. You cannot
stop praying now . . . if you do, we
may as well all come home. For a missionary to feel that people at home are
praying less, which means they are
caring less, is tantamount to betrayal.
YOU are also called. You are meant
to be a living stone of a special variety.
How can the building grow according
to planned design without your contribution?
If our church needs to change the
format for our prayer emphasis, let's
not exchange it for doing nothing. We
plead, yes even beg that the church not
let us down at this crucial point. Your
response can make the difference between this being the church's brightest hour or the darkest.
Jesus said to those sleepy disciples,
"Could you not watch with me one
hour?" He might say today, "Can you
not tear yourself away from this
world's rat race for one hour?" Let's
face up to our priorities, lay them before the Lord, and get willing to accept
His mind on the matter.
"You are His holy priests . . . so
come to Him" . . . on our behalf.
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H U N G E R

The Two-Acre Farmer

I N D I A ' S farmers have increased
their yields. But India still gets itself
used all too often as an example of all
that's wrong with farming outside
North America.
Its hungry people have made the
headlines and the evening TV news
shows far too often in public displays
of their malnutrition. Indeed, its past
shortages of food have been dramatic.
Yet, its need for outside support is
really quite small compared to the
large amount of food that it produces,
almost all of it coming from its small
farmers.
Barbara Ward, a British economist,
says that "the hopes of feeding most of
mankind in the longer term depend on
eight-acre man," meaning those
farmers in Africa, Asia and Latin
America who work hard on their small
plots of land and who should be
getting the most possible from each
square foot of soil. The idea is good,
though we might better speak of twoacre farmers also since so many farms
are less than eight acres.
This farmer doesn't have much to
work with, but what he lacks in resources, he makes up in human
energy. "The man of Bangladesh has
an endless capacity for hard work," I
said several years ago in a portrait of
one such cultivator in the motion picture film, Bangladesh
Plowman.
"Without relentless toil, he could
never have survived the disasters large
and small that have been a part of his
life."
Ken Koehn, who worked in agriculture development in Bangladesh,
finds much strength in Asia's farmers.

Mission
Budget
News

Maynard Shelly
In an interview for Give Us Daily
Bread, the Mennonite Central Committee's new film on the world food
crisis, he told me that India "produces almost all of the grain it needs to
feed a population of 600 million people. Actually, in 1974 the U.S.S.R.
imported more wheat from the United
States than India imported totally."
In years of good weather, says
Koehn, India comes close to feeding
most of its people. Working against
great odds, its small farmers, like the
farmers of other poor countries, produce "a remarkably high percentage
of the food that most of these countries need."
In a number of places these twoacre f a r m e r s are w o r k i n g real
miracles. In Taiwan and Egypt such
farmers match and even outproduce
North American farmers, acre for
acre. Egypt raises 3,515 pounds of
grain per acre and Taiwan, 3,320. The
United States trails with 3,185 pounds
per acre.
How do these farmers with so little
to work with do it? They do it by
working longer and harder on each of
their few acres, for human energy and
hand labor is something they have
aplenty.
Dare we hope in these small
farmers? Is it fair for us to put so
much of the burden of feeding the
world on them? Can they do it?
No, says T. T. Poleman, professor
of international food economics at
Cornell University's College of Agriculture. "The noble peasant is the rich
man's delusion," he says, attacking
my romantic vision of the sturdy men

and women who work the rice paddies outside those palm-shaded villages in Bangladesh. "People infected
with rising expectations prefer almost
anything to farming, and history
equates progress with a decline, not a
rise in agricultural employment."
Having thus been labeled and put in
my place, I continue to have faith.
"The hungry want an opportunity to
feed themselves," I say in Give Us
Daily Bread, still trying to hold my
ground. "They only want a chance to
get the land and resources that they so
urgently need to raise their food."
Let's listen to our brothers and
sisters from the two-acre farms. Consider the personal meaning of poverty
and the tough spot they're in. They
need a fair price for the things that
they and their countries have to sell to
us — bananas, bauxite, chocolate,
coffee, copper, jute, oil, tea and hundreds of other items whose low prices
in the past have been a source of
wealth for us.
Good news for the poor depends on
world grain prices that will stay within reasonable levels. Can something be
done? An international grain reserve
will help everyone everywhere. But it
will take more team work between
countries than we have ever had before. We'll be making a beginning in
supporting the world's small farmers
by using our surplus grain to build up
a food reserve which all countries will
control and share. Its very existence
will stabilize food prices throughout
the world. But that will mean changes
in our way of living and handling our
money before that can happen.
—An MCC Release

It is a fact of missions financing that expenses and income do not follow identical
curves throughout the year. Expenses are generally constant throughout the year,
although there are certain year-end expenses which make the Fourth Quarter disbursements greater than the rest of the year.
In good years it is common for the "gap" between current receipts and current
expenses to run between 5% and 10%. The budget stress in the current season is
seen in the fact that this gap between receipts and expenses has climbed above 10%
during the third quarter. In fact, at one point the difference was as much as 14%.
M E A N W H I L E THE MISSIONS MINISTRY GOES ON.
You can help bring this deficit back in line. If you are a church treasurer, you can
help keep your congregational remittances up to date. If you are an individual, you
can pray and give.

BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS

R. 1, Stevensville, ONT. LOS 1S0 • Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA
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HOLY LIVING A N D SIMPLICITY

from page five

culture functions in a way that requires inordinate expenditures of
money and energy. At times we participate in this culture with reluctance
and resignation; it seems we can do
little else but go along. Paul warned
us. He said, "Don't let the world
squeeze you into its mold" (Rom.
12:2). But we have been overwhelmed. The North American culture has squeezed us into its pattern of
extravagance. We have dedicated all
our resources to God; but, as it turns
out, he gets very little. The great bulk
of our money and energy is consumed
by the press of North American life.
We have given ourselves as "living
sacrifices," but our abundance is slipping through our fingers on the way to
the altar.
The challenge of holy living in these
times is not in gathering resources, for
we have an abundance. The challenge
is not in dedicating our resources, for
we have already committed everything to God. The challenge is in
releasing our resources, so that they
are available for the healing of the
world.
Be Transformed
I have the privilege of sharing the
good news that there is a way to release our abundance. That is to
simplify our living. If we can catch a
vision for a much simpler style of
living — one which aspires only to
meet our basic needs, we can release
vast amounts of time and money for
the healing of the world. In our culture, simplicity is an unexpected and
necessary part of living wholly for
God.
The call to holy living has prompted
persons like Francis of Assisi to give
up everything for the sake of the
kingdom. Our forefathers have counseled a more moderate response — not
poverty, but restraint or simplicity.
This means, as they explained it, living

in an unpretentious manner with the
basic necessities of life.
To understand simplicity, we consider the birds and the lilies, as Jesus
teaches us (Matt. 6:26, 28). Have you
ever seen a swallow building an ornate
nest? Have you ever heard of a robin
hording worms? Have you ever known
of a lily wishing for a fashionable outfit? No. Birds and lilies gather what
they need and no more. They are content to live simply.
Picture a Brethren in Christ family
devoted to Christ, active in the local
congregation, and faithfully tithing a
moderate income. The family has four
children, and even with all the expenses of raising a family, decided a
year ago to give 10% of their food budget to the World Hunger Fund. They
expanded their garden, gave up soft
drinks (except for occasional splurges)
and began to eat a simple meal of leftovers at noon Sunday. Now imagine
what this family would do if, by some
unprecedented geological quirk, a plot
of land of the Ganges Valley, along
with an Indian family of nine,
appeared during the night as a parcel
of adjoining property.
"Look!" Johnnie shouts. "There's a
family in that pile of tin!" By evening
mother has met the family, assessed
the extent of their need, and gathered
them around her own table for the
evening meal, with the brief explanation, "They have hardly anything."
After the meal Dad gets out the tent,
sleeping bags, and camp stove, and
sets them up next door. Children
double and triple up in the bedrooms.
Before the week is out, the family
has decided to give up plans for an
extra bedroom and to use the money,
instead, to build an adequate home for
their new neighbors. "The folks at
church," Dad says, "will want to help,
too. I'll talk to them."
The family shares vegetables from
their garden and meat from the

B L O O D — T H E GIFT OF LIFE

from the back cover

God's love is demonstrated not in words alone, but in
deed — in the ultimate deed when, in Jesus Christ, He
took our place and died for our sins on the cross. In doing
so, He truly gave the gift of life.
Right here is the Christian's true grounds for confidence. He can know that he is really a child of God because Jesus Christ, in shedding His blood, took your place.
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freezer. Mother is caught short, and
begins cooking simple meals out of the
new More-With-Less
Cookbook.
Dad forgets to fertilize the lawn —
or maybe he chooses not to. But after
a while the family (and neighbors)
notice that the lawn is beginning to
look more like a lawn and less like a
golf course. And Dad doesn't seem to
mind. The fertilizer is in use, along
with roto-tiller, seeds, and tools —
passed back and forth as the impoverished land next door is transformed
into a productive garden.
The whole family seems to be downright affected by the experience.
Young John is teaching his new
friends to play baseball, so they can all
be Little Leaguers next summer. This
summer, even baseball has taken a
back seat to building. The children are
sharing clothing and bicycles and
making impassioned little speeches in
Sunday school classes to round up
more. Mom has dropped some of her
usual activities and is teaching the
parents conversational English. Dad
has turned down a promotion to keep
his evenings freer for building. And
he's raising eyebrows in the church
building committee with his tough
questions about need and cost and
purpose. The whole family is enjoying
excellent health and has begun praising the Lord for "surprises" (they call
them) as needs are met from unexpected sources.
TO BE C O N T I N U E D
/. J. Howard Kauffman and Leland Harder.
Anabaptists Four Centuries Later (Scottdale,
Pennsylvania: Herald Press, 1975), pp. 62-63.
2. A Charge To Keep. 1975 Yearbook,
Brethren in Christ Missions (Elizabethtown,
Pennsylvania: Brethren in Christ Missions,
1976), p. 7.
3. "The Contemporary Scene," Evangelical
Visitor. LXXXIX (April 25, 1976), p. 16.
4. "Fact Sheet on World Hunger," MCC,
November, 1975.

If you have trusted Him as your Savior, or if you'll trust
Him right now, you can say with Paul, "Now that we are
men justified by the shedding of His blood, what reason
have we to fear the wrath of God" (Rom. 5:9, Phillips).
The all-important question for you is this: have you personally recognized and acknowledged your need for forgiveness and, by an act of faith, put your trust in Jesus
Christ? You don't benefit from that great transaction and
demonstration of God's love until you, for yourself, trust
Jesus Christ to save you.
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I found out that God is so wonderful in the way He created
the world, the way He works in people's lives and the way He
works things out so perfectly. I feel I really became closer to
God through this experience. The kids and people I met were
so fantastic and friendly. I learned to have patience and accept
people for who they are—to give, rather than receive. This trip
really means so much to me. I wouldn't have missed it for
anything and would like to go on another one if I could.

Debbie Strite

Kansas to Azusa, California — a long
way to travel, but even further if your means of transportation is a bicycle.
Thirty-three Brethren in Christ youth and adults along
with seven leaders took this long route to General Conference. The bike hike was organized by the Board of
Christian Education.
Out-Spokin, a Christian biking organization, led the
hike. Five persons from Out-Spokin along with Dale and
Margaret Engle were the leaders of the hike.
After participating in worship services in churches in the
Abiline area, the bikers gathered at Dodge City. They left
Dodge City on Monday morning, June 14 and arrived at
General Conference on Saturday afternoon, July 3.
The bike hikers traveled 1,256.9 miles, had 95 flats (a
new record for the Out-Spokin organization), and got lost
twice.
They traveled through Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. In Albuquerque they participated in a worship service at the Sandia church. The
next day they went sightseeing in the Albuquerque area.
D O D G E CITY,

Riding in a cluster.

On this trip I learned that it is essential for everyone in the
group to cooperate with everyone else or else things will get
very rough. We must work together to get there faster. We
must depend on the Lord to get us through. Many times He
got us through difficult situations. I learned how much He
is in control of our lives.

A very Zook II

Setting up camp for the night.

Often time the anticipation of an event is much greater than
the actual event itself. As much as I looked forward to being
a part of this bike hike, I can honestly say that I enjoyed it
much more than I expected that I would. So that makes my
first statement false. The Christian fellowship with both the
bikers and staff has been the greatest! I have learned to have
patience and to rely on the Lord for strength at all times. Faith
in God can move a mighty mountain—I know—and I'm glad
I do!
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F. Lynette Cober

Two of the staff cooking a meal.

Somewhere along the miles, the days and the hours, we all
left parts of ourselves behind. We left sweat and pounds. We
left memories of times good and bad; and hopefully, we left
some of our immaturity and unfaithfulness. I pray that we
all grew in our relationship with God, and with each other.

Robert L. Brubaker
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I knew that God controlled the weather when in Elkhart,
Kansas, Stan said that we should get to Clayton so that we
had a decent shot at Springer. We only made 40 miles to Felt,
leaving 113 to Springer. We accepted it and God gave us those
113 miles the next day. That is the kind of power that God
has shown the whole length of the hike. He gave me peace
when I had to pass two people who had crashed and needed
to be taken to the hospital. He gave me strength when the
wind did me out and sapped my strength.
Richard Brubaker

Every one gets to help. Here some bikers do their dishes.

They also had quite a surprise near Indio, California. At a
rest stop they met Red Skelton, the famous TV personality. The bikers got his autograph and several had
pictures taken with him.
The bikers experienced God's help in many ways on the
trip. God was at work among them as they experienced
His presence in many ways. God helped them as they
learned to know each other and as they developed close
Christian friendships. They traveled in clusters of 5-7
bikers. Some times tensions developed but God helped
them work through the problem areas.
God also helped them not to get discouraged as two
bikers had accidents. Although the accidents were serious,
the injured bikers were able to continue with the group.
God also helped them as they met new people along the
way and were able to share their faith in Christ.
Along with the photographs are accounts by some of the
bikers of what the Lord did in their lives during the bike
hike.

Riding into General Conference—the climax of the trip.

Through this Bike Hike, I've learned that no matter what
happens—head winds, accidents, change in plans, I can count
on the Lord to give me strength and patience. I've always felt
the Lord to be the control of my life but I never have experienced
it in such a way. It seemed as if daily we could see the pieces
falling in place. I've learned to really praise the Lord in all
circumstances.
Beulah Rosentrater

A rest stop after several hours of riding.

I learned how much we need each other each day. I found
that I was a lot more dependent upon everybody than I realized,
and that there was real strength in us because of that. A real
feeling of unity developed because we were all in it together,
and because we needed each other's encouragement so
badly. It was fun, because when we were sharing, we could
help others, and when we were weak, others would encourage
us.
Lee Winger

September 25, 1976

The group of bike hikers singing for the General Conference delegates.

The experiences I had on this hike somewhat surprised me. I
came mainly for physical growth and not only did I achieve
that but also I found that it is easy to find friends with people
unknown to me before this experience. The Out-Spokin staff
was excellent and really showed they cared. I'll miss them.
Curtis Stutzman
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from page six

questions to life's assumptions. It is
the conviction of those who planned
and wrote the curriculum that the
Bible is both relevant and timeless. It
is the authority for life and doctrine.
The curriculum attempts to take its
teaching approach from the Bible —
emphasizing the biblical story of
God's providential and redemptive
activity. At the age level for which this
curriculum is prepared emphasis will
be upon the story as a teaching
method.
The use of story is in the biblical
tradition. The parents of the Old
Testament were commanded to tell
their children what God had done
(Joshua 4:6-7; 21-24). Jesus often used
the story method when he wanted to
teach a truth. The apostolic sermons
of Peter, Stephen and Paul were primarily the recounting of God's acts
focusing in Jesus Christ — the story of
God's dealing with His people.
The curriculum is planned in the belief that as the biblical account of
God's activities is persuasively presented, the Holy Spirit will honor the
presentation and children will respond
to the extent of their knowledge and
ability, and will come to repentance
and faith in Jesus Christ who is the one
and only Foundation.

Church News
MISSIONS

William Silungwe, Bishop-Designate
A cable has been received from Zambia
stating that at the recent General Conference, William Silungwe, the present overseer, has been named "bishop-designate,"
to succeed Bishop H. Frank Kipe in 1978.
Returning to India
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter plan to
leave September 27 for Bangalore, India,
beginning their seventh term of mis-
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sionary service under Brethren in Christ
Missions. The Buckwalters were first
assigned in 1939 to work with the Brethren in Christ Church in North Bihar,
where Leoda had been born and reared —
the daughter of missionaries Henry and
Katie Smith. (Her brother, Joe, is on furlough from missionary service in Delhi.)
More recently, the Buckwalters have
shared in the radio outreach of Far East
Broadcasting Associates of India.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Annual Faculty Retreat
The annual Faculty Retreat at Messiah
College on September 1 and 2 marked the
formal beginning of the 1976-77 academic
year. The theme was "Renewal," and the
key Scripture verse was: "They that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength."
Dr. Victor P. Hamilton, Assistant Professor of Religion at Asbury College, was
the major resource person. A Canadian
citizen from Toronto, Dr. Hamilton spoke
on such topics as "Overcoming Barriers to
Receptivity" and "Locked in a Room with
Open Doors."
The retreat included recreation and
crafts periods, discussion periods, and a
concluding Communion Service.
Smiths on Messiah Faculty
Among the new faculty at Messiah
College this fall are Joseph and Marietta
Smith. They are serving at the Philadelphia campus as Instructors in Religion and Associates for Student Development.
Joseph graduated from Upland College
and received the M.A. degree from New
York University. Marietta is a graduate of
Wheaton College and received her M.A.
degree from N.Y.U. also. The Smiths
served as missionaries in India for many
years.
PARENTS' DAY
Messiah College
October 2,1976

Stoner Peace Section Executive
The new executive secretary of the Peace
Section (U.S.), John Stoner, has for one
year been a staff person for the Congregational Peace Education Program under the
MCC Peace Section, the Institute of Mennonite Studies and the conference peace
committees. The executive secretary of
Peace Section (U.S.) is based in Akron,
with responsibility for interests relating to
the historic Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ nonresistant principles and their
applications. Before coming to M C C John
served as a pastor for eight years at the
Bellevue Park Brethren in Christ Church
in Harrisburg, Pa.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The Five Forks congregation held a
family hike on Sunday afternoon, Aug. 22.
The group hiked for some distance on the
Appalachian Trail. After sharing sack
lunches as families, and singing, a meditation was brought by their pastor, Rev.
Rupert Turman.
The Green Spring congregation received
the Sunday School of the Year Award at
General Conference held at Azusa College,
California. Rev. Lome Lichty is the
pastor.
The Hollowell congregation held a
Mother-Daughter Tea with Mrs. Ruth
Messerschmidt from Alabama as the guest
speaker. Grandfathers ot the congregation provided babysitting. Special
awards were given to Mrs. Susan
Burkholder who attended Hollowell for
seventy-two years and Mrs. Mary Myers
who attended for thirty years. The pastor
is Rev. Kenneth Engle.
The Mowersville congregation recently
used the theme, "Remembering the Past"
for their Sunday morning service.

MCC
Snyder Resumes MCC Leadership
William T. Snyder has returned as
executive secretary of Mennonite Central
Committee following a year's leave during
which Paul Longacre served as acting
executive secretary.
During several months of this sabbatical year Snyder and his wife Lucille
traveled extensively in Asia and Africa,
visiting church leaders in countries where
MCC has no program and exploring how
Mennonites can minister and witness in
countries ruled by authoritarian governments.
The Snyders also spent time traveling in
the United States and Canada and serving
as resource persons in several Mennonite
educational institutions.

Susan Burkholder (left) and Mary Myers (see
Hollowell news item).
The Leroy Bert family "dress up" for the
occasion (see Mowersville news item).

Throughout the service, the congregation
reminisced of past years in the life of the
church in areas of dress and ways of worship. Old Bibles and hymn books were
used. Rev. Mervin Potteiger is the pastor.

Atlantic

The Manor congregation has established
a prayer group, involving the entire
church. The main purpose of the prayer
group is to have every church family
prayed for every day by others. Recently a
group from the congregation, led by assistant pastor, Rev. Dale Engle, shared their
lives in Christ with prisoners at the Lancaster County Prison. The pastor is Rev.
John Hawbaker.
The Palmyra congregation held a Campus Crusade for Christ Seminar recently.
This weekend of training sessions was held
to give opportunity for the church to help
young people of the community. The
pastor is Rev. Robert J. Lehman.

The Rev. and Mrs. Joel E. Carlson
celebrated their fiftieth Wedding Anniversary at the Bellevue Park Brethren in
Christ Church in Harrisburg on August
15, 1976. Mrs. Carlson is the former
Faithe M. Brehm. They were married at
the bride's home near the Rosebank
Church in south Dickinson County in
Kansas on July 17, 1926, by the late Rev.
George Whisler, and the late Rev. Carl J.
Carlson. Their anniversary celebration was
shared by more than 150 friends and
relatives, including Mrs. Avas B. Carlson
who provided some of the music for the
wedding fifty years ago.
Rev. Carlson retired from the pastorate
following service in Philadelphia, Pa.
(1933-1934), Abilene, Kansas (1934-1940),
Messiah Lighthouse Chapel and the
Bellevue Park Brethren in Christ Church
(1940-1966).
Hosting the reception were the Carlsons'
sons and wives, Jon and Anita of Mt.
Vernon, Indiana, and Bob and Phyllis of
Newton, Kansas, and Mrs. Carlson's
brother, Mr. Thural Brehm and Margaret
of Hershey, Pa. Besides the two sons, the
Carlsons have five grandchildren.

Central

On Sunday evening, August 29, Rev.
Bedsaul Agee was installed as pastor of the
Bethel-Merrill congregation.
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T h e Fairview congregation choir
presented the musicial "Alleluia" to the
Phoneton congregation on Sunday evening,
Aug. 8. The pastors are Fairview — Rev.
Henry N. Miller and Phoneton — Rev.
Elam O. Dohner.

Pacific

The Redwood congregation held a
housewarming for their pastor and family.
Rev. Sam Hollingsworth, on Sunday afternoon, July 18.

Births

Cluck: Justin Allen, born July 30, to
Gregory and Colleen Cluck, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Doll: Amy Nichole, born July 29, to
Richard and Mary Lou Doll, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Marzolf: Sean Gregory, born July 12, to
Pete and Donna (Davis) Marzolf, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Rhoad: Clinton Harry, Jr., born August
4, to Clinton and Janet Rhoad, Palmyra
congregation, Pa.
Sider: Cynthia Renee, born July 7, to
Tennyson and Marsha Sider, Montreal
Lake Children's Home, Sask.
Sollenberger: Brian Lane, born August
1, to Lane and Judy (Gayman) Sollenberger, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Wenger: Anthony Todd, born July 28,
to Marlin and Theresa Wenger, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Gayman-Sherk: Donna Sherk and Wade
Gayman, both of Mississauga, Ont., July
10, in the Cheapside Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Paul A Nigh officiating.
Ginder-Frey: Laureen, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Glenn Frey, Conestoga, Pa., and
Steven, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Ginder,
Elizabethtown, Pa., Aug. 7, in the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John
Hawbaker officiating.
Grove-Beidel: Linda Jean, daughter of
Mrs. Beulah Beidel, Roxbury, Pa., and
Robert Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edgar Grove, Shippensburg, Pa., June 19,
in the Roxbury United Methodist Church,
with Rev. Mervin Potteiger officiating.
Karper-Mellott: Jennifer, daughter of
Mrs. Dorothy Mellott and the late Ellis
Mellott, and Michael, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Luther Karper, both of Shippensburg, Pa.,
July 10, in the Mt. Rock Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Hess Brubaker
officiating.
Perbetsky-Polidor: Cynthia Ann,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David F.
Polidor, Waynesboro, Pa., and John, son
of Mr. and Mrs. John Perbetsky, Nesquehoning, Pa., May 1, in the Hollowell
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Kenneth Engle officiating.
Price-Long: Wendy Marie, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Alden Long, Grantham,
Pa., and Rohn LeRoy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Vernon Price, Mullica Hill, N. J.,
Aug. 7, with Dr. Robert Ives officiating.
Reiff-Martin: Ruth, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ezra Martin, and Ruben, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ruben Reiff, Jr., both of
Hagerstown, Md., in the Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth
Engle and Rev. Odell Stone officiating.
Sisco-Carlson: Selma, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Rowland Carlson, Doylestown,
Pa., and Michael, son of Rev. and Mrs.
Jay E. Sisco, Elizabethtown, Pa., June 11,
in the Doylestown United Methodist
Church with the fathers of the bride and
groom officiating.
Turner-Vlainic: Mrs. Mildred Vlainic
and Ernest Turner, both of Tillsonburg,
Ont., July 3, in the Springvale Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Paul A. Nigh and
Rev. James Taylor officiating.
Wenger-Groff: Rebecca Jean, daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. William GrofT, Huntingdon Valley, Pa., and Dennis Eugene, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wenger, Shippensburg, Pa., July 24, in the Huntingdon
Valley Presbyterian Church with Rev.
Luke L. Keefer officiating.

Obituaries

Altland: M r s . M a r g a r e t S h i n d l e
Altland, New Cumberland, Pa., died July
9, 1976, at the age of 78. She is survived by
her husband, Wilmer Altland: two daughters: Mrs. Harvey Beinhower and Mrs.
Kenneth Melhorn, a sister; 15 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. She was
a member of the Fairview Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Lewis Byer and
Rev. Roy Asper officiating. Interment was
in the Cross Roads Union Cemetery.
Baer: Gail Lavanna Baer, born Sept. 9,
1957, died July 12, 1976. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Baer,
Newville, Pa. The funeral service was conducted in the Green Spring Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Lome Lichty and
Rev. Robert E. Strock officiating. Interment was in the Cumberland Valley
Memorial Gardens.
Hoover: Esther Marie Bechtel Hoover,
born June 24, 1911, died Aug. 14, 1976.
She is survived by two daughters: Marjorie GrofT and Janet Stoner; a brother; a
sister; and three grandchildren. The
funeral service was held in the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Merle
Brubaker officiating. Bishop Henry Ginder
and Rev. Erwin Thomas brought tributes
from the Board for Bishops, Messiah College, and the Board for Missions. Interment was in Grantham Memorial Park.
Wagaman: Mrs. Delia E. Wagaman,
born Dec. 27, 1880, died Aug. 1, 1976 in
Oakdale, Calif. She was married to Bishop
J. H. Wagaman who preceded her in
death. She is survived by a son, Vernon
Winger; five grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren. She was a member of
the Upland Brethren in Christ Church. A
service and interment were held in the
Brentwood Cemetery.
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Blood: The Gift of Life
Leigh ton Ford

BODY contains 10 to 12 pints of blood.
Over the past 35 years Joe Kerkofsy of Moline, Illinois,
had donated more than 20 times that amount! During his
life he donated 31 gallons!
Mr. Kerkofsy's outlook was beautiful. He said, "giving
blood makes you feel you are contributing life itself . . .
and there's no more precious gift than life." Blood donor
posters carry the same urgent message: "Give the gift of
life!"
Centuries before blood transfusions or even man's
awareness of blood circulation, the Bible stressed the crucial role of the blood: "The life of the flesh is in the blood"
was the declaration to Israel. God's Word further asserted
that "it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul"
(Lev. 17:11).
In the Bible's opening chapters is the account of Abel's
sacrifice involving the shedding of blood. The final book of
the Bible pictures the end-of-the-age gathering of a vast
multitude whose robes have been made white in the blood
of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ (Rev. 7:14).
So at the very center of the Good News is this emphasis
on the Blood of Christ and the Cross of Christ — both
speaking of His giving of Himself on behalf of others. A
central act of Christian worship — variously known as
communion, the Lord's Supper, or the eucharist — perpetually reminds Christians of that great transaction at the
Hill of Calvary. Millions of people around the world bow
their heads in reverence and gratitude as they hear the
Words of Jesus: "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, which is poured out for you" (Luke 22:20 NIV).
Without that, there is no Good News, no Christianity,
and no hope.
Before scoffing at that message as being hopelessly outmoded, old-time religion, you should honestly examine
what the Cross of Christ and the blood of Christ are
saying to you.
After all, daily experience surrounds us with instances of
a life for a life. Hardly a week passes that you don't read of
a mother forfeiting her life to save her child from a fire or a
father drowning to save his child. A life for a life! The
Bible reminds us that "no one has greater love than the one
who lays down his life for his friends" (John 15:13 NIV).
I know that everyday illustrations don't compare with
all that is involved in Jesus Christ dying for others, but the

T H E HUMAN

blood of Christ is the cosmic demonstration of God's love
which simply knows no bounds.
Why is it, then, that people get edgy and embarrassed at
references to the blood of Christ? I'd suggest that one reason for our dislike for the idea is that we don't want to
acknowledge our need for help if we are to get right with
God. But whenever we read the many Bible references to
the blood of Christ, the basic presupposition is that our
spiritual condition is so desperate that another had to die
to rescue us.
A father who dies in an attempt to rescue his son goes to
such lengths only because there is a life-and-death need.
Blood transfusions are given because of a crying need. If
people were absolutely healthy and never in danger of
death, there would be no need for blood donors or blood
transfusions or for anyone risking his life for another.
Jesus once observed, "it is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick . . . I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners" (Matt. 9:12-13, NIV).
By nature, we're like the man who won't go to a doctor
because he'd be admitting he might be sick. No one can become a Christian until he admits he's spiritually sick and
on the critical list — so sick that the one effective remedy
is the blood of Christ.
Concerning His death, the Bible makes these
statements: "But now, in Christ Jesus, you who once were
far off are brought near through the shedding of Christ's
blood" (Eph. 2:18, Phillips). "It is through Him, at the
cost of His own blood that we are redeemed, freely forgiven through that free and generous grace which has overflowed into our lives and given us wisdom and might"
(Eph. 1:7, Phillips).
The Apostle Paul told the church elders at Ephesus to be
"Shepherds of the Church of God which He bought with
His own blood" (Acts 20:28, NIV). The one whose blood
was shed on that cross outside Jerusalem was none other
than God in human form — the One in whom was all the
Fullness of God, so that Paul could say matter-of-factly
that God bought our redemption with His own blood.
The blood of Christ reveals a great deal about God's
continuing attitude toward you. "This is how we know
what love is. . . . Jesus Christ laid down His life for us,"
wrote the Apostle John (I John 3:16, NIV).
to page eleven

